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Creating a good thesis statement can often be the most difficult part of the writing process.  The writer must recognize the role of the thesis in order develop a clear and concise statement.  The thesis is the main point or main idea of the essay being written.  It should be concise, interesting, and give readers a glimpse into what they are reading.  The remainder of the paper should support and sustain the thesis statement.
The thesis can be compared to a rudder on a boat.  It helps steer the boat (paper) and is necessary for the boat to move in the direction intended by the driver (writer).  All of the other equipment (supporting information) works with the rudder to ensure the arrival of the boat in the desired location.  

When starting a draft, the thesis statement is essential.  But how is the thesis shaped?  Think about the main point of the paper and move forward.  Regarding an essay The Effects of Maternal Drinking During Prenatal Development, the following would be a suitable thesis.  Heavy drinking during pregnancy may cause devastating, long-term consequences to the developing fetus.  The aforementioned thesis is broad enough to allow for a variety of results of drinking to be discussed.  However, it is also adequately succinct to allow readers to have a preview of what they will be reading.  

While writing a paper about the various theories of language acquisition in children, the thesis statement must contain the writer’s main point.  Language acquisition is a multifaceted and interesting process that is not fully understood, even by the most well respected linguists.  The thesis allows for much supporting information about various linguists and their theories.  In addition, the reader is presented with enough information for an overview of the essay.

After a thesis has been formulated, ask the following questions:

· Does it contain the main idea of the essay?

· Does it give the reader insight into the subject of the essay?

· Is it concise, and relevant to the supporting material?

· Is it interesting?

Once the answer to these questions is yes, a sound thesis statement has been written.  With the proper supporting facts and relevant information, it will help create a well-written essay.

